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Remediation and Marsh Restoration Phase 3 Update, October 15, 2004

The campus is continuing to implement a cleanup and restoration plan for contaminated areas of the UC Berkeley's Richmond Field Station.  Industrial activities that took place prior to UC ownership of the site polluted parts of the property and the adjacent marsh.  The University’s ultimate goal for the area is to clean up, enhance, and restore the uplands, shoreline and marsh habitat. 

If you have questions about the exact locations of any of the work areas described, please contact a member of the project team (contact information below).

The remediation project now has a website with some basic information about the project and these weekly updates.  It is now online at:  http://www.cp.berkeley.edu/RFS_MarshRR.html

Recently Completed Activities

· Backfilling excavated areas using clean fill material, including the area located near the Forest Products Building (Building 475) and along the eastern property boundary along South 46th Street.  The contractor is in the process of replacing some of the irrigation lines that were removed during the excavation of an area near the intersection of Wren Drive and Egret Way.  Following some final grading of the surface soil, the areas will be replanted with native vegetation and grass to match the pre-existing conditions.
Ongoing Site Activities

Activities currently in progress include:

· Work is planned for this Saturday, Oct. 16

· Cutting a new channel and the regrading of marsh areas that were remediated last year (winter 2003). The re-grading process includes lowering the ground surface in the marsh area by six inches to one foot to allow better recharge of tidal water to the area to better facilitate the marsh restoration process.  The start of this activity has been delayed due to changes in design.

· Excavating soil in an area in the open field immediately adjacent to the asphalt pads in the western part of the RFS.   The excavated soil will be transported to and stockpiled on the adjacent asphalt pads.  This activity is expected to be completed early next week.
Anticipated Activities for Next Week (October 15 to October 22, 2004)
Anticipated activities for next week include:

· Depending on weather conditions, off-site haulage of soil temporarily stockpiled on the asphalt pads to an approved landfill facility will resume on Monday October 18th and continue throughout the week.  Scheduled shipping times for off-site transport of the materials is between 7 am and 1 pm.  The contractor anticipates shipping out between 30 and 40 truck loads per day.  The haul trucks are accessing the site from Meade Street using the South 47th Street entrance on the adjacent property and proceeding down along South 46th Street to the asphalt pads.  The off-site haul trucks are being instructed to reduce speeds to 10 to 15 mph while on South 46th Street.  The contractor is performing daily street sweeping on roads traveled by transport trucks.  Shipping manifests for each truck are being reviewed and signed by an authorized EH&S representative.
· The contractor will begin excavating soil an area located immediately south of the asphalt pads in the western part of the RFS.  The excavated soil will be transported to and stockpiled on the adjacent asphalt pads.  Updates on the status of this activity will be provided in next week’s update.
· Once the excavations mentioned above are completed the contractor will begin backfilling the areas using clean fill material.  This activity is tentatively scheduled to be completed by the end of next week.  Updates on the status of this activity will be provided in next week’s update.

· The contractor may begin the pressure washing of the surface trench drains and storm drain lines located on the RFS, in the parking lot immediately adjacent to Buildings 158 and 277.  This activity is scheduled to begin towards the later part of next week and should be completed within one day.
During the remediation work, the access trail to the Bay Trail from the Field station will remain open for use when feasible.  However, the project team expects to close it at times for safety reasons.  Signs will be posted 24 hours in advance when possible to notify you of closure of the RFS Bay Trail access.  The path can remain open only if everyone stays within the safe corridors, so please do not stray into the work zones.

Health and Safety Issues
Dust suppression is an important concern and every effort will be made to control “fugitive” dust.

Air monitoring will be done throughout the project to ensure dust suppression is in compliance with accepted limits. The work areas and along the perimeter fence lines of the work zone will be monitored for particulate matter during work hours.  The campus office of Environment Health & Safety (EH&S) will oversee the monitoring done by the environmental consultants. A weekly report of readings will be kept on file.  Anna Moore with EH&S is the EH&S contact – she works at the RFS and can be reached by phone at 231-9584 or e-mail at amorel@berkeley.edu.  If Anna is not available, please contact one of the staff listed below.

Contact information

If you have any urgent environmental health concerns, please contact EH&S directly at 510 642‑3073.

Project Contacts:

Christine Shaff, Facilities Services 643-4793 or cshaff@cp.berkeley.edu.

Mike Hryciw, Capital Projects 642-3057 or mhryciw@cp.berkeley.edu
Updates will be sent out weekly by the project management team during construction, or more frequently as needed to keep you informed of changing conditions. 

Please keep in mind that all construction projects are subject to scheduling intricacies that can result in day-to-day changes in planned events. 
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