Meeting notes for your reference/files.

Some notes do not make sense if you weren’t at meeting to put in context.

Did not want to leave quotes out even if they did not make sense standing alone.

Sherry Padgett

sherrybp@pacbell.net
Notes from 4 p.m. Tuesday, 4/6/04, meeting with Russ Pitto, Jim Levine, a few of Russ’s show people and about 15+ downwind business/property owners.  (I have list of business/property owner attendees.  Russ Pitto owns Simeon Properties/Development, Jim Levine is environmental engineer from Levine Fricke.)

· Russ introduced himself, his assistants, Jim Levine and late arriving City of Richmond Redevelopment people (2)

· No introductions of business/property owners

· No questions about who was present

· Stated Simeon stumbled after Richmond Planning Commission 3/18/04 meeting 

· Facts were twisted around

· Untangle and going forward

· Simeon’s typical development 500 to 3,000 acres with 500 to 3,000 homes

· Simeon builds streets, parks and clubhouses – community structure

· Sells individual pods to construction companies dictating specs 

· After EIR approved, one year for roads

· Three years before first “house”

· High rises likely would not start construction for 7 to 10 years

· High rises described as 18 to 22 stories (repeated four times in presentation)

· 1,330 residential unit project proposed on “PREVIOUSLY contaminated, highly industrial site”

· Estimate 1,000 condominiums and 300 apartments

· Expected “sale price $260,000 to $600,000 in today’s dollars”

· Will attract younger, more professional singles with more progressive lifestyle”

· Potential for mixed use including some adjacent UC Field Station property 

· “Light industry next door is an amenity”

· “Respecting BCDC guidelines”

· “Create something more sustainable and green”

· “Long term vision of smart growth”

· Intent is to ease regional growth demands by meeting housing need

· “It feels great to have texture, design and keep industrial properties in place.”  

· “Feel like you are in a pastoral landscape.”

· “18 to 22 stories”

· Construction on high rise would begin after seven to ten years

· Create  “26 acres of Paris or London-like setting open to the public where people are playing bocchi ball” – [maybe this is the marsh restoration? see comments below]

· No outside street parking required because they are “accommodating all community needs” within the 40 acre parcel 

· Gated to allow only vehicles of residents, guests, workers, support personnel 

· “The public will ride bikes, walk and even skateboard through the community.”

· “It won’t be like Marina Bay where the public has no access.”

· “This will be a park-like environment with cars parked in half-level garages and structures using podium construction.”

· “Most garages will have ‘potential’ toxic fumes removed by natural winds because they are half above ground.  No fan systems will be required.” (Per Jim Levine, Environmental Engineer)

· $4.0 to $6.0 million will be spent on the marsh “amenity” which is cleanup of 20 acres and giving conservation easement to East Shore State Park(?)

· Will develop traffic management plan

· Traffic in EIR process

· Traffic analyst to analyze

· Expect General Plan zoning change  (no mention of Knox Freeway Specific Plan)

· During next phase of cleanup we will “make sure we have alert system in place to tell businesses trucks are coming in today.”

Jim Levine’s comments:

· “What we did for cleanup of site”

· “I was the founder of Levine-Fricke”

· “I was 28 with no clients and no business plan”

· “Then I came up with the idea to clean up Point Isabel, my first big project

· “Big start in mid 80s”

· “Contacted by Astra Zeneca”

· “Zeneca inherited Stauffer Chemical’s 100 years of  heavy industrial”

· “Sulfuric acid”

· “Chemicals were developed as small pilot projects then if worked, developed large quantities of commercial pesticides requiring large quantities of raw materials and solvent intermediaries”

· “Astra Zeneca is a wealthy drug company which decided to rid itself of all environmental liabilities world wide”

· “Stauffer did a little monitoring here and a little monitoring there”

· “Proposed $10 to $20 million cleanup”

· “Surprised they said okay”

· “Cleanup has been virtually completed”

· “Pirite gold was imported and burned”

· Sulfer gases through water – sulfuric acid

· “Pirite cinders – dumped”

· “Much of site was marsh 100 years ago”

· “18 feet cinder fill all through part of site”

· “UC Field Station cinder fill 3 feet into central part”

· “300,000 cubic yards of cinders moved”

· “Generated lots of dust in the air with highly toxic metals”

· “Acid leached into ground water”

· “Acid plum high concentrations of copper and lead into bay”

· “Raised contaminants above water table and placed asphalt cover”

· “Cinders mixed with crushed limestone and don’t leach chemicals”

· “Reduced concentrations less than parts per million”

· “Backfilled with compost”

· “Bay mud which precipitates remainder of metals”

· “Remediation of marshland is $5 million cleanup to go”

· “Dig up cinders move(d) (?) upland”

· “Second phase excavation expecting elevated concentrations of metals” in marsh cleanup

· “If dig up all concentrations” ??

· “Balanced plan”

· “Safe enough for wildlife” which is “safer than needed for humans”

· “Approved commercial use, bio tech – changed because of market when first developed”

· “Shoreline commission wanted residential”

· Analyzed plan

· “If treated and capped, doesn’t matter what it is under cap”

· “Excavated pesticides and solvents”

· “PCE in ground”

· “Carbon disulfide”

· “Wouldn’t put residential over without controls”

· “Vent spaces ground level and living unit”

· “Depending on wind to ventilate spaces”

· “Orders of magnitude – extremely safe”

· “Theoretically minute vapors in parking garage”

· “More vapors from gas fumes in garages”

· “Minute volatile vapors”

· “Building measures”

· “Stauffer proprietary pesticides”

· Clean soil and mud brought in “piled waiting to be used on marsh”

· “Treating contaminated marsh soil and placing under cap”

· “Reasonable accommodation for animals and human contact”

· Workers wear suits even though they don’t like them and aren’t needed

· Arsenic “after cleanup below risky”

· “Cap elevation raises entire site elevation 2’ on average”

· “Collection system of pans and drains designed to keep water from going into cap”

· “Vegetation” root systems “will not penetrate collection system”

· “Cap will require maintenance for cap’s life”

· “Cap will fail without maintenance”

· Buildings being constructed over caps

· “Tested to 18 feet”

· “Only soil above water table”

· “Can run water through cap material and it wouldn’t leach”

· “Treated to levels above” standards

· “Calcium sulfide, for ph2 needed to go to greater than 6”

· “1,000 locations injected”

· “Treatment trench”

· “Monitoring indicates much lower levels after cleanup”

· Going forward during marsh cleanup “all treated cut and fill will be moved to side”

· Contaminated (?) “material will be moved out to side during dry season”

· Workers will wear “special protections to work in soil”

· “Continuous samples every day will be well within” allowable ranges

· “10,000 (cubic yards?) bay mud imported”

· Going forward “cleanup will be 5% of what happened to date”

· “25,000 truck loads of soil” have been brought in

· “500 truck loads out” (stated after much loud argument from business owners who insist four times or more trucks hauling hot soil out)

· (Business owner stated material taken to Kettleman Hills)

· “2001 hauled out hot stuff”

· Did “hot spot remediation in 2001”

· “Frankly, Russ didn’t know what he was getting into.”

Some business owners seething and feeling helpless.  Some business owners not sure how to take it (is this an opportunity or a huge liability).  Most viewed show and tell as sales pitch for future home buyers.

Running out of steam tonight.  

S.

