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May 6, 2004

Cecil Felix

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland, CA 94521

Reference our meeting today about past and potential future remediation action at the Zeneca Site. During the meeting, the following information was set forth:

· RWQCB was the lead agency in the remediation

· RWQCB reviewed and approved the site cleanup plan

· RWQCB was responsible for oversight of the implementation of the plan and compliance with the requirements of the plan

· RWQCB was experiencing a staff shortage during remediation work which resulted in lack of oversight personnel to fully monitor the self monitored remediation effort

· There have been a number of serious health problems of persons working in the area to suggest that harmful products may have issued from the site during the remediation work performed to date

· Local business persons attest to dust issuing from the site and mud falling from trucks onto local streets during the work

· Monitoring stations may not be sufficient in quantity or properly located with respect to prevailing wind to assure site cleanup compliance with established threshold limits

Cecil Felix was unable to give assurance that conditions during remediation did not expose the public to potential harm. Upon questioning, Cecil responded as follows:

· (persons in the area) were potentially exposed to harm

· There is information to suggest that emissions exceeded plan limits

· Cecil will recommend to “stop the clock, take pause and reconsider what we are doing” on potential future work

· Cecil will recommend full time RWQCB oversight on potential future work

In view of the equivocal response of Cecil, the duty of RWQCB to protect citizens from harm, our basic need to know, and the responsibility of owners and managers to fully inform employees about potential health hazards, I demanded that the RWQCB take a position and state that position in writing on past harmful exposure and the potential for future harmful exposure should the remediation work go forward. 

Very truly yours,

W. Bourke Harris

President
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