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Hundreds of Richmond Residents Demand

City Council’s Support to Stop Zeneca’s Toxics and to Advocate for Better Oversight. 

 “No more Pollution, Pass N-1 Resolution” 

Richmond  -- Hundreds of Richmond residents and the Bay Area Residents for Responsible Development (BAARD), the Richmond Progressive Alliance (RPA) and the West County Toxics Coalition (WCTC) are gathering Tuesday 2/15/02 at 7:00 PM at the Richmond City Council (1401 Marina Way South) in support of a resolution introduced  by Councilmember Gayle McLaughlin (Agenda item N-1). The resolution is a city council request that the Department of Toxic Substance Control of the CAL-EPA takes complete oversight over the Stauffer Chemical-Zeneca toxic brown field, both the land and the marshes, as well as over the contiguous UC Field Station. All three areas are located in the South Richmond shoreline and are together one of the most toxics brown fields of California. Two of three site areas are currently under the oversight of the Regional Water Quality Control Board.

The residents agree with the statement by the Contra Costa Director of Public Health, Wendel Brunner, M.D., PhD, who on 11/02/2004 told the Joint Hearing of the Assembly on Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials and the Select Committee on Environmental Justice, that “The Regional Water Quality Control Board has neither the expertise nor the experience to oversee a toxic site this complex. They do not have the expertise to properly oversee the characterization of this site, evaluate comprehensive remediation plans, assess health risks to the community from the clean up process, develop clean-up orders that protect public health, enforce orders in a timely manner to deal with problems as they emerge, evaluate long-term health hazards, or facilitate an effective public participation process”
Sherry Padget also states: “There are three toxic areas, and the three are dangerous to the health and lives of those of us who work and/or live in South Richmond. Only one of the three toxic areas (the “upland” ) was been recently placed under the jurisdiction of the DTSC. This was the result of political pressure by residents and business in the area. This is not enough. The other two areas (the “Marsh” and the “UC Field Station” must also be immediately placed under DSTC oversight. The UC Field station is seriously contaminated and any work done there must be done under the strict rigor of a regulatory agency that that public of Richmond trust.

Thee residents, as well as Dr. Brunner, sustain that the Water Board legal enforcement machinery is essentially passive and permissive, and it allows the developer, Cherockee- Simeon Ventures (SVC), to continue dangerous operations in the area without the proactive 

oversight and enforcement actions necessary to protect the public health in a timely manner. 

Residents believe that DTSC has the expertise and the willingness to protect the public’s health. As proof they point to the 33-page “site investigation order” put out by DTSC this past Thursday 2/8/05 for the only area of the three in the Zeneca site over which DTSC has jurisdiction (“Upland”). ( http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Zeneca/Zeneca_ENF_Investigation-Order.pdf )

“This is an outstanding first step” said Padget 

Soula Culver, from the Richmond Progressive Alliance, critically contrast the rigor of the DTSC order to what SVC has been able to do under the Water Board approach  “The developers are classifying themselves the areas where they are digging, and the Water Board is just rubberstamping it. This is what’s going on right now in the marshes area. Early in January the CC Times reported that the one time that some of the sludge removed from the mars area was tested by DTSC it was found to be highly toxic and in need of reclassification as hazardous waste, and taken to a toxic dump. The only reason DTSC was able to test this part of the sludge was because the developers made a temporary deposit of the sludge in the “upland” area which is under DTSC oversight, before hauling it out to who knows what unaware community’s landfill, which was thinking they were getting non-toxic landfill. Who knows what is being shipped where today. The developers don’t want DTSC tests and oversight because of what DTSC will find and mandate” said Culver.

Dr. Henry Clark of the West County Toxics Coalition added:  “The communities of Richmond  do not trust the Water Board as an overseer agency. It is not even in their mission statement to protect the public’s health. We do not trust the developers; we do not trust UC, and we have little trust in the Richmond City Council. We are aware that many of the Richmond City Council members received from the developer of this site 

(CSV) significant monetary contributions for their electoral campaigns. They all need to learn to respond appropriately and respect Richmond communities which already experience disproportionate burdens of toxics and disease.”

California Assemblymember  Loni Hancock (D-14) is introducing legislation that would mandate exactly what the residents are demanding for the South Richmond Toxic shoreline: Complete and exclusive jurisdiction on every toxic site in California.“That will be good for other sites in California.No more shopping around for an agency that let’s you get away with assaulting communities” Said Karen Franklin a neighbor in the Richmond Panhandle Annex Neighborhood directly across from the site -” Hopefully Hancock’s law will have ways to make it applicable to current nightmares like ours…but ultimately, if developers or UC or whoever wants to build anything at all over here, they are going to give us an agency that we trust. We are ready for the long run. We got children to protect...and if the government does not, we will.”  Added Franklin.

